
 

 

 

 

Updates in State Achievement Testing 

The General Assembly directed the Ohio Department of Education to transition to new state 
tests for the 2015-2016 school year in mathematics and English language arts. Ohio will no 
longer administer PARCC tests. Here are important quick facts to note about the transition to 
new state tests: 

 Tests will be shorter and administered in one window.  
 The math and English language arts tests will be shorter than those given last year. Each test 

will be approximately three hours (180 minutes) and will be divided into two parts. Districts 
will choose whether their students will take a test in two 90-minute sessions or in one 180-
minute session. They also will choose testing dates within the permissible windows – and 
whether students will take tests on computer, on paper or with a combination of formats.  See 
Worthington Test Calendar. 

  
 Safe harbor gives time to adjust to new tests. Teachers and principals will not use value-

added ratings from state tests administered in 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 as part of their eval-
uations or when making decisions regarding employment or compensation – unless districts 
and educators enter into a memorandum of understanding to allow the use of these value-
added ratings for 2015-2016 and 2016-2017. Read more about safe harbor provisions here.  

  
 These will be Ohio tests. The department is developing new Ohio-specific tests with the 

American Institutes for Research (AIR) – and Ohio teachers are assisting on content advisory 
committees. Committee members are evaluating test questions and related test materials to 
make sure that each selected question is a valid and appropriate measure of Ohio’s Learning 
Standards for that particular subject area and grade level.   

  
 Sample items and practice tests are important. For this reason, test blueprints in English 

language arts and mathematics will be available in September 2015, with sample test items 
available in October 2015. Social studies and science practice tests already are available.   

  
 We know teachers want prompt test results. The department is working with AIR to 

determine the earliest possible dates for releasing fall test results and will announce those 
dates next week. Districts and schools will receive results of spring tests by June 15, 2016 for 
third grade English language arts and by June 30, 2016 for all other tests.  

 RESOURCES 
 Worthington Schools Assessment Calendar 15-16 
 Ohio teachers set standards for new science, social studies tests 
 Review of English Language Arts and Mathematics Test Items for 2015-2016 Ohio’s State Tests 
 Updated policy on use of calculator grades 6-8 and High School.  
 New handout explains which state science test grade 6-12 students will take 
 Download a listing of state tests by grade level districts will use in selecting their testing dates. 
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http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/State-Test-Updates-for-2015_2016
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Test-Dates/2015-2016-Testing-Dates/StateTest_FactSheet_Schedule.pdf.aspx
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/State-Test-Updates-for-2015_2016/Safe_Harbor_Handout.pdf.aspx
http://oh.portal.airast.org/ocba/resources/?section=5-general
http://www.worthington.k12.oh.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=3612&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=6003&PageID=1
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/State-Test-Updates-for-2015_2016/August-2015/Ohio-Teachers-Participate-in-Social-Studies-and-Sc
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/State-Test-Updates-for-2015_2016/August-2015/Ohio-Teachers-Participate-in-Social-Studies-and-Sc
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/State-Test-Updates-for-2015_2016/August-2015/Review-of-English-Language-Arts-and-Mathematics-Te
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Ohios-Learning-Standards/Mathematics/CalculatorGuidance_Grades6-8.pdf.aspx
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Ohios-Learning-Standards/Mathematics/CalculatorGuidance_HIGH_SCHOOL.pdf.aspx
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/State-Test-Updates-for-2015_2016/August-2015/New-handout-explains-which-state-science-test-grad
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/State-Test-Updates-for-2015_2016/August-2015/New-handout-explains-which-state-science-test-grad
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Test-Dates/2015-2016-Testing-Dates/StateTest_FactSheet_Schedule.pdf.aspx


 

 

Update on release of data for Ohio's State Tests 
THE PROCESS 

On Sept. 15, the State Board of Education approved performance-level cut score recommenda-
tions and projected state-level results for Ohio’s State Tests in math and English language arts 
(from Pearson) and science and social studies (from AIR). 

The board took this action in accordance with state law requiring approval as part of the transi-
tion to new assessments. Individual test results will be available later this fall. See a pro-
jected schedule below. 

Both AIR and Pearson have worked with educators, content experts and psychometricians to 
recommend the most appropriate performance levels for the 2014-2015 state tests. Panels that 
included Ohio educators and experts reviewed the test questions and recommended scores 
based on what students should know or be able to do at each performance level. Vendors (AIR 
and PARCC) then compiled the information and determined how many students reached each 
performance level. This information will be shared with the State Board next week.  For more 
information to the ODE Website. 

WHAT THE RESULTS CAN TELL US 

These preliminary state test results are the first that are based on tests that fully measure stu-
dent performance under Ohio’s Learning Standards, which aim to ensure that students in every 
tested grade are on track to succeed in college and careers. Consequently, while the percentage 
of students scoring proficient or higher may be lower than the rates on Ohio’s previous tests, 
this does not mean that the performance of our students or schools has declined. Instead, Ohio’s 
Learning Standards have raised expectations of the knowledge and skills students should ac-
quire in each grade to be truly college and career ready.  Comparing these tests results would 
not be appropriate as they are different tests measuring different standards. 

SPRING 2015 TEST RESULTS PROJECTED DELIVERY SCHEDULE 

Oct. 5 – 26 - Districts receive an electronic data file with individual student results for PARCC 
and AIR tests. 

Early November – Building and district summary reports available. 

Nov. 2‒20 - Parent Score Reports for high school students and science and social studies arrive 
at district offices for distribution. 

Nov. 30‒Jan. 9 – Parent Score Reports for grades 3-8 math and English language arts tests ar-
rive at district offices for distribution. 

 

 

http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/78211ac4-37d4-4ecf-9fba-61fd69bc2ef2/performancelevels.pdf.aspx
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/78211ac4-37d4-4ecf-9fba-61fd69bc2ef2/performancelevels.pdf.aspx
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/State-Test-Updates-for-2015_2016/September-2015/Performance-Level-Recommendations-for-Ohios-State
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